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Writing Stories for 

Malaysian Children 
 

A Workshop Course by Brighton Training Fellow Ruth Wickham at IPGKDRI, Kuala Terengganu. 

 

Introduction 
This workshop is designed to both encourage and enable IPG lecturers and teachers of Malaysian 

school children to produce locally relevant English reading materials to increase children’s 

motivation to read in English. 

 

Background and Research 

It is well attested that children who read a lot do better than children who do not.  

Fernandez states (2011) “The reading habit helps develop multiple skills and to gain useful 
knowledge besides putting readers on the fast track to enlightenment and awareness.” 

We want our Malaysian school children to read and enjoy reading. 
 

“A child in Malaysia reads an average of two books a year. According to Social Welfare Department 

deputy director-general Halijah Yahya, this may be because many children associate reading with 

educational books, which can be boring for some people.” (Lim, 2008) 

Fernandez also states: “It is terribly disappointing to often read in the media that Malaysia is hardly 
considered as a reading society.” 

Research has been undertaken in 2012 by training fellow Peter Wickham and IPG colleague Hjh 

Zaliha binti Abdullah into the availability and use of English reading materials in local (Terengganu) 

primary schools. Their findings point out both a general lack of resources, and poor use of the 

resources that are available. 

Doubtless, the reasons why Malaysian children are not reading well in English are complex. 
However, one obvious reason is because they are not presented with books that tweak their 
curiosity and compel them to look inside. 

The intention of the “Stories for Malaysian Kids” project is to provide stories in English that intrigue 
Malaysian schoolchildren because the stories are about themselves (or someone they know or can 
at least relate to) and because the stories are exciting and interesting. 
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Objectives 
Participants in the course will: 

 Come to a better understanding of what and why school children want to read. 

 Design/adapt a questionnaire to get to know their students hopes and fears. 

 Learn how to fold and create a “Little Book” from a single sheet of (new or recycled) paper. 

 Write a short, simplified story in a “Little Book”. 

 Learn how to create a “Little Book” story on the computer to print out and fold. 

 Understand the basic elements of a good children’s story. 

 Use a form to create a story plan. 

 Learn to adapt a story to suit the reading age of their students. 

 Write a story from childhood and adapt it for students. 

 Find images to use as illustrations. 

 Create illustrations for their story. 

 Create a PDF document and print it as a booklet. 

 Upload story to “Stories for Malaysian Kids” website to share. 

 Investigate publishing options for children’s stories. 

 

  

file:///D:/Ruth%20MALAYSIA/Conference%20MELTA/WRITING%20MODULE/storiesformalaysiankids.weebly.com
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Materials 
 Participants should have their own laptop with Internet access (dongle), notebook and 

writing materials. Coloured pencils or markers are needed for illustrating and adding colour. 

 A selection of English language children books should be available for participants to look at 

and discuss. (At IPGKDRI there is a collection of small Rigby books in the Self Access room.) 

 For the “Little Books” sessions, participants will need blank paper, or one-sided recycled 

paper, at least four sheets per participant. Participants will need scissors, but these can be 

shared between 2 or 3 people. (The facilitator should have some examples of ready-made 

Little Books, pop-up card, and pop-up book.) 

 For several of the modules, participants need easy access to a printer. 

 Participants will be provided with a hard and/or soft copy of the Participant’s Manual for 

the specific session including all relevant notes and worksheets. 
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Timetable 
The 18 hour course is divided into nine 2-hour modules which can be presented in a chosen 

sequence or as individual workshops.  

Note: sessions 2 and 3 should be combined into a 4-hour session about Little Books. 

 

The modules are: 

1. What do my students want to read? (2 hours) 

2. and 3. Little Books – as a planning tool, for individual children, for a short story, on the 

computer, as a pop-up book, for children to write stories. (4 hours – 2 x 2 hours) 

4. Elements of a good children’s story. (2 hours) 

5. A story from your childhood. (2 hours) 

6. Adapting stories to suit reading and language ability. (2 hours) 

7. Illustrating a story. (2 hours) 

8. Printing a story booklet. (2 hours) 

9. Wrap up: Create and share a new children’s story. Publishing. (2 hours) 
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Session 1: Introduction: What do my students want to read? (2 hours) 
 

 

In this 2-hour session participants will examine: 

 What is available in school libraries and bookshops for children to read 

 What children are / are not reading, and why 

 Ways to discover what children would be interested in reading 

 Places to find story ideas 

 

 

Objectives 
Participants will 

 Complete a questionnaire about availability of English reading materials for Malaysian 

school children, and consider other research in this area. 

 Discuss and share about problems observed and about positive availability of resources 

observed in this area. 

 Examine a number of English children’s books, and consider their suitability for Malaysian 

school children learning English. 

 Consider a questionnaire for Malaysian school children (in English and BM), and devise their 

own to use in their particular situation. 

 Share ideas with other participants. 

 

 

Materials 
Participants should have their own laptop, notebook and writing materials. 

A selection of English language children books should be available for participants to look at and 

discuss. (At IPGKDRI there is a collection of small Rigby books in the Self Access room.) 

Participants will be provided with a hard and/or soft copy of the Participant’s Manual for this 

session including the following notes and worksheets. 

 

  



 Writing Stories for Malaysian Children   

 

 
 

11 
Ruth Wickham, Brighton Education Training Fellow, IPGKDRI                           Facilitator’s Manual 

Procedures 

1. Discussion of the problem (30 mins) 

Participants should read and consider the following articles and extracts: 

 This extract is from recent research in Terengganu by Fellow Peter Wickham and IPG colleague Hja 

Zaliha binti Abdullah (Wickham & Abdullah, 2012, p. 7): 

 

Research into Terengganuan Schools and Their Reading Material  

The need for greater availability of suitable English language reading material in schools in 

Terengganu was recently discovered by the authors of this paper. Survey results from a sample of 

(30) primary and secondary schools in Terengganu revealed a singular lack of suitable titles available 

to students, and a correspondingly poor record of student borrowings of library books. Some schools 

appeared to have no library and/or no librarian. Although it was revealed that many schools had 

well-appointed and decorated libraries, it was equally as common that these libraries contained 

fewer than 500 English language fiction books to service up to 1000 students. Similarly sized schools 

in Australia contain in excess of 20 000 English language fiction books as well as periodicals. 

Incidental reports of case studies indicated that Terengganuan students rarely take school library 

books home to read. Australian primary school students generally compulsorily visit their school 

library in a scheduled visit once a week and are generally required to borrow library books on a 

regular basis.  

Samples of reading materials available to students in Terengganuan schools were observed to be 

often mismatched with student interests and cultural norms. Authentic reading material with topical 

interest for Terengganuan students, and pitched at their reading age, were observed to be in short 

supply in the survey sample. The few books based on Malaysian culture were typically folk tales with 

disjointed story-lines and obscure references to mythical characters. The majority of books available 

were centred on Western themes such as the four seasons, pets, swimming at the beach, playing in 

the snow, picking wildflowers, life in suburbia and major sporting events; all of these would all be 

familiar scenes for Western students, and as such, areas of interest that could be expected to attract 

a student to read on the topic. Food references tended to centre on Western fruit and vegetables, 

Western cuts of meat and a bread or potato based diet. Little reading material appeared to reflect a 

Malaysian way of life or correspond to an Asian world view. The view that reading materials 

observed in Terengganuan schools would offer little interest for Malaysian students appears to be 

supported by the fact that very few borrowings of library books were in evidence, either from a 

check of library records or from incidental conversations with teachers, students and parents. 

 

The questionnaire used for this research is included here in Appendix 1.  

Participants should consider how they would answer the questions with relation to a local or school 

library they are familiar with. 
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 Consider the statements made in the following recent news article from The Sun Daily 

(Chun, 2012): 

'Poor English a result of patriotism' 

The deteriorating standard of English among Malaysians is the result of an assumption that learning 

the language is unpatriotic, Malaysian English Language Teaching Associations (Melta) royal patron 

Raja Zarith Sofiah Almarhum Sultan Idris Shah said today. 

“We did not see the problems we are facing today because we were filled with a sense of patriotism, 

and so we concentrated on the use of Bahasa Malaysia.” 

 Consider these extracts from the news article “United, we read …” (Lim, 2008) 

A CHILD in Malaysia reads an average of two books a year. According to Social Welfare Department 

deputy director-general Halijah Yahya, this may be because many children associate reading with 

educational books, which can be boring for some people. 

Scholastic Malaysia general manager Selina Lee said that reading opens doors and minds. 

“To give a child a book is to arm him for any challenges that he may face in the future,” said Lee, at 

the launch of the event. 

“I enjoy reading books about teenagers,” said Siti Aishah Zainal Abidin, a Year Six pupil from SK 

Putrajaya Presinct 8 (1) who participated by reading The Wind in the Willows. 

“I love to read: I usually do so outside school hours,” she said. 

Another book lover is her schoolmate, Faiqah Nelli Mohamad Fauzi, who said that she often goes to 

the school library to read during recess. 

“Very few schools actually allocate time for recreational reading. Many students leave school 

without a love for reading because they have only read textbooks, which is a different thing 

altogether. 

“By getting them to read books of their choice, we hope to send out the message that reading can 

be fun,” she added. 

Group Work 

Together examine and discuss the sample children’s books. 

Discuss: 

 Is there really a problem? 

 What is the cause of the problem? 

 What solutions could there be? 

 What sort of books would motivate children to read – if they were readily available? 

 How suitable are the sample books? If there were more of these available, would the 

problem be solved? 
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2. Finding out what children want to read (30 mins) 

 

The questionnaire in Appendix 2 was given to children at the IPGKDRI Teaching School. It was 

translated into Bahasa Malaysia because it was not intended to be a test of children’s English skills. 

Even so, children in the lower level classes had difficulty completing it. Classroom teachers 

administered the questionnaire to all students in year 4 – year 6, and they were asked to allow 

children to write whatever they wanted and not to scold children who did not give “correct” 

responses. 

 

Please look at the questionnaire in Appendix 2 

 

a) Try filling in the questionnaire for yourself as you are now. How do you think you would have 

answered when you were a child? 

b) Consider the questions that were posed. Discuss: 

 Are they useful questions – would they provide answers that would be a good starting 

point for a story? 

 Are the children likely to be honest in answering these questions? 

 Do you already know what answers the children in your care would give to these 

questions? (All, or just the loud children?) 

 How will girls’ and boys’ answers differ? Should they have different questionnaires? 

 Is the questionnaire too difficult? 

 Are there any extra questions you would like to ask? 
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3. Design a questionnaire (30 mins) 

 

Write a questionnaire that you consider would be suitable for your particular students. 

 Write in English and/or BM. 

 Make sure the questions are simple enough for the children to answer. 

 Don’t make too many questions and overwhelm the children. 

 Don’t expect children to do too much writing. 

 

 

4. Share and Compare (30 mins) 

Share your questionnaire and ideas with your group, and discuss the advantages and disadvantages 

of asking various questions. 

Consider possibilities other than a questionnaire. Consider asking children to draw a picture to 

express their interests. What topic would you give as stimulus? How could you use the pictures 

afterwards? 

Upload your questionnaire or question ideas to the Stories for Malaysian Kids website on the ‘Your 

Involvement’ page.  

(http://storiesformalaysiankids.weebly.com) 

  

file:///D:/Ruth%20MALAYSIA/Conference%20MELTA/WRITING%20MODULE/storiesformalaysiankids.weebly.com
http://storiesformalaysiankids.weebly.com/
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Sessions 2 and 3: Little Books (4 hours)  
 

A little book (with a front and back cover and six internal pages) can be created by folding a single 

sheet of single-sided paper. The Little Book has many uses, including:  

 as a planning tool for a new story,  

 for a short story to be quickly and easily penned for an individual child to enjoy,  

 for a short story which is then photocopied and enjoyed by many children  

 for a short story to be created on the computer and then printed out 

 as a pop-up book with a story for the particularly young or reluctant reader 

 as a stimulant for children writing their own little stories. 

 

 

Objectives 
Participants will 

 Create a folded little book. (30 mins) 

 Create a pop-up greeting card. (30 mins) 

 Create a pop-up story book. (1 hour) 

 Use a Little Book to plan a children’s story. (1 hour) 

 Create a Little Book story on the computer.(1 hour) 

 Share little book stories with fellow participants and on the Internet. 

Depending on the background of the participants, more time may be needed for each of these 

activities. 

 

 

 

Materials 
Participants should have their own laptop with Internet access (dongle), notebook and writing 

materials. Coloured pencils or markers are needed for illustrating and adding colour. 

Blank paper, or one-sided recycled paper, at least four sheets per participant are required. 

Participants will need scissors, but these can be shared between 2 or 3 people. 

For this module, participants need easy access to a printer. 

Participants will be provided with a hard and/or soft copy of the Participant’s Manual for this 

specific session including all relevant notes and worksheets. 

The facilitator should have examples of Little Books already created.  
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Procedures 

1. Creating a folded ‘Little Book’ (30 mins) 

Each participant should have a sheet of paper, writing and/or drawing materials, and easy access to 

a pair of scissors. 

Demonstrate the following, slowly, step by step. 

Provide each participant with a piece of paper, and make sure they have writing materials and 

access to a pair of scissors. 

   

 

 

If using recycled paper, fold it with the clean side outside. 

  

   

Instruct participants to carefully and neatly fold the paper in half three times. 
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Unfold as far as the first fold.  

Hold the paper with the fold at the top and the open edges at the bottom. 

This is the point where some people will make a mistake. Emphasise this point. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cut on the folded edge (NOT the open edge), down to the fold line. 

 

 

 

 

Open the paper, and re-fold the other way (with the clean side of recycled paper still on the 

outside). The fold is on the cut line. 
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Hold the two ends and push them together. The cut section should open up in the middle, the fold is 

at the top. 

 

Keep pushing, and fold the pages around to form the Little Book. 

 

Use your Little Book to write a short story about yourself. Give it a title and picture on the front 

cover. Put a small ‘blurb’ on the back cover or just your name. In the inside six tiny pages write about 

one of these: 

 My family 

 My favourite things 

 My first day at school 

 My special birthday treat 

 Having fun 

 Anything you want to write about 

Draw pictures or illustrations. Facilitator should show some example books. 
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Share your Little Book story with other participants. 

2. Create a Pop-Up greetings card (30 mins) 

 

The purpose of this step is to create a simplified version of the Pop-Up book. The facilitator should 

have some ready-made examples. 

Each participant should have a sheet of paper, writing and/or drawing materials, and easy access to 

a pair of scissors. 

 

Firstly, create a simple Greetings Card by folding the paper neatly in half twice. 

   

 

Open the paper, and re-fold it the other way. 

 

The inside of the card – now folded back on itself – is where the pop-up is created. 
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Here are some possible pop-up shapes.  

NOTE: Pop-Up shapes need to be symmetrical, and attached at each side. 

A beak or mouth: 

    

 

 

A box shape: 

   

 

A face: 

   

 

After creating a pop-up shape, decorate the card and add a greeting. Share ideas with other 

participants. 

Facilitator should show some example cards. 
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3. Create a Pop-Up Little Book (1 hour) 

 

This is a Pop-Up storybook which is especially interesting for the young or reluctant reader.  

The facilitator should have some ready-made examples. 

Each participant should have a sheet of paper, writing and/or drawing materials, and easy access to 

a pair of scissors. 

 

Firstly, create a basic Little Book. 

Then treat each inside page fold the same as the inside of the pop-up card.  

To access all of the internal page folds, open the paper completely and the fold the edges to the 

middle on the fold lines. 
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It is important to note which fold is the cover, and where each of the pages are. 

 

Here is an example of a Pop-Up Little Book with the cuts. 

 

 

 

 

The horizontal fold-line in the middle of the picture above is the top of the book pages, so bear in 

mind that the two folds on the top half (where it says ‘box’ and ‘book cover …’ are upside-down. 
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Here are some examples of pop-ups in a story context: 

   

Varying the size of the cut, and angle of the fold will change the character. The mouth does not have 

to have both lips folded. 

 

   

Varying the length of the cut and the angles of the folds changes the animal’s characters. Folding just 

one side of the cut creates more of a ‘beak’. 

 

   

Position the box cut carefully on the inside page. Cutting one straight cut and one angled cut can 

create a house shape. 
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There doesn’t have to be a pop-up inside every page.  

  

 

Consider turning the book to ‘Landscape’ for a different effect. 

  

 

Participants create a pop-up story.  

Decorate the front cover; put a ‘blurb’ on the back.  

Facilitator shows prepared examples, participants share ideas.  

Discuss with fellow participants how your students would enjoy a book like this. 
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4. Plan a story using a Little Book (1 hour) 

 

This session introduces some of the basics of story writing, using the Little Book as a planner. The 

following sessions will develop the elements of story design further. 

Each participant should have a sheet of paper, writing and/or drawing materials, and easy access to 

a pair of scissors. 

A selection of simple children’s books (picture books) should be available for perusal. 

 

a) Story Elements 

Discuss the basic elements of a story. Look for suggestions such as: 

 Setting 

 Character(s) 

 Plot and or problem and solution 

Participants look through the sample books and try to identify these elements in the stories. 

(Recognise that there will not be a heading or statement –‘this is the setting’, or ‘this is the problem’ 

– but the element will still be present in some form, maybe just implied.) 

 

b) Create a Plan 

Participants create a basic, folded little book. 

Decide on a story title; put it on the front page.  
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Number the inside pages. 

Use the inside pages to plan and write a very simple story. 

   

Designate the first two pages to the setting and statement of the problem. 

 

 

Use the middle two pages to the actions taken in solving the problem.  
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Use the last two inside pages for the resolution of the problem. 

 

Write a ‘blurb’ on the back page. 

Share your Little Book story and discuss the effectiveness of the Little Book as a planner. 
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5. Creating a Little Book Story on the Computer (1 hour) 

 

Depending on the computer competence of the facilitator and participants, more than 1 hour may be 

needed for this workshop. 

 

Participants should have their own laptops with a recent version on Microsoft Word (2007 or 2010). 

Participants could have photos or pictures already on their computers, or have a phone/camera 

ready to take pictures for their story. 

 

Creating a Little Book story on the computer allows for: 

 Neat print for easy reading 

 Insertion of bright pictures or photos 

 Printing multiple copies for students. 

 

(Facilitator should practice creating a computerised Little Book, and have examples to show 

participants.)  

 

Some examples are available on the Stories for Malaysian Kids website (at 

http://storiesformalaysiankids.weebly.com ). 

 

Facilitator: the easiest way to demonstrate this is by showing steps in Word using an LCD 

projector. 

Note: there are 2 options – Option 1 one is simpler, but Option 2  is more effective. 

 

  

file:///D:/Ruth%20MALAYSIA/Conference%20MELTA/WRITING%20MODULE/storiesformalaysiankids.weebly.com
http://storiesformalaysiankids.weebly.com/
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Instruct participants to open a Word document on their computers. 

 

 

1. Open the ‘Page Layout’ Ribbon.  

Click on ‘Margins’ and select ‘Narrow’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Open the ‘Insert’ ribbon. 

Insert a 2 X 4 table. 

 

 

 

 

3. ‘Select’ the whole table by clicking on the small 

square in the corner.  

 

 

 

 

4. Pull down the bottom line of the table to the bottom of the page. 

Note: if you go too far, the bottom cell will go onto the next page. 

When your line is at the bottom, Word may create a new blank page after 

you table – this is ok.  
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Still with your complete table 

‘selected’ (showing blue in every 

cell),  

go to the ‘Layout’ ribbon and click 

‘Distribute Rows’. 

   

 

 

 

 

Option 1 (see below for option 2) 

 

It is now possible to type into each cell, or insert 

pictures into each cell. 

However:  

1. You need to work out which page will be which 

when the book is folded. 

2. The writing in each cell will need to be turned 

one way or the other. 

3. Sometimes a table in Word will behave in 

strange ways (or so it seems) and layout can be 

awkward. (See option 2!) 

4. The grid lines of the table should not be visible 

when the book is printed. 
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1. Working out which page is which (option 1 and option 2). 

Create a little book with scrap paper (or look at the one you created in a previous session).  

Make sure page numbers are marked on each page. 

Open the Little Book flat, and observe where the pages are. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: If you choose to create a ‘landscape’ little book, the page layout will be slightly different.  
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2. Turn the writing in each cell (option 1) 

 

 

Place your cursor in the cell. 

Open the ‘Layout’ ribbon. 

Click on ‘Text Direction’.  

 

 

 

Each time you click will turn the writing to left and right 

and right way up.  

(It will not allow you to turn the writing upside-down.) 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Get rid of the grid lines for printing (option 1 and option 2). 

Select the table (click on the 

corner square). 

On the ‘Home’ ribbon, click on 

the Borders symbol.  

Select ‘No Border’. 
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Here is a slightly more complicated way to enter text. 

 

 

Option 2: 

Insert (draw) a text box in each cell of the 

table. 

Open the ‘Insert’ ribbon. 

Click on ‘Text Box’ and ‘Draw Text Box’. 

Draw a Text Box inside your table cell. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ‘Text Box’ you just drew 

 Can be re-sized by dragging on the small blue 

circles.  

 Can be turned in any direction using the small 

green circle at the top. 

 Can now be typed into using your selected 

size or style of font. 
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Insert a Picture 

A picture can be inserted similarly to a text box. 

 

Put your cursor in the table cell where you want to 

insert the picture. 

Open the ‘Insert’ ribbon. 

Click on ‘Picture’. 

Browse your computer for the picture you wish to 

insert. 

 

Most likely, the picture will be too large. Use the blue circle in the corners to drag it down to a 

suitable size. 

Note: dragging on the blue circles on the sides will change the shape of the picture and make it look 

strange. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Using either the green handle at the top of the picture or the ‘Rotate’ button on the ‘Format’ 

ribbon, turn your picture to suit your Little Book. 

  



 Writing Stories for Malaysian Children   

 

 
 

35 
Ruth Wickham, Brighton Education Training Fellow, IPGKDRI                           Facilitator’s Manual 

Write your Little Book story and add pictures and illustrations. 

You can put text and a picture on each page, but it will be very small. 

It may be better to have text and picture on opposite pages. 

 

Get rid of the lines. 

1. Table Grid: 

Select the table (click on the 

corner square). 

On the ‘Home’ ribbon, click on 

the Borders symbol.  

Select ‘No Border’. 

 

 

 

 

2. Text Box Borders: 

Select (each) Text Box. 

Open the ‘Format’ ribbon. 

Select ‘Shape Outline’ and ‘No 

Outline’.  
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Print your Little Book 

This stage may take some experimentation because printers vary. The problem is that many printers 

like to insert a large margin at the bottom of the page – this is why we drag the edge of the table as 

low as possible. 

 

Your Little Book file will look something like this: 

 

Notice that the content of each of the 

lower four cells has been moved to the 

bottom of the cells. 

 

Try printing your book. 

(If you have a second bank page in your 

document, in the ‘Print’ dialogue box 

select ‘Current Page’.) 

 

Try folding your book. 

Notice anywhere that the folds cut 

through content. 

Adjust where necessary. 

 

Use your successful Little Book file as a template to create more stories. 

 

Save your Little Book story as a PDF.  

 

 

 

 

Discuss and share with other participants. 
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Share it on the Stories for Malaysian Kids website. (http://storiesformalaysiankids.weebly.com ) 

Session 4: Elements of a good children’s story. (2 hours) 
 

Not only do we need locally relevant stories for Malaysian school children to read, but they need to 

be good stories - interesting, exciting, and engaging – so that even children from other countries will 

be eager to read them too and learn about Malaysia and her people. 

In Session 2 (part 4) we used a little book to create a story plan including some story elements. This 

session examines story elements in much more detail. 

 

Objectives 
 

Participants will 

 Become proficient in the use of important elements in a story. 

 Recognise and evaluate story elements in published children’s stories. 

 Create a realistic setting, believable characters, and an engaging plot. 

 Rewrite a short story from different points of view. 

 Use a form to develop an interesting story plan which includes all of the essential elements. 

 

Materials 
 

Participants should have their own laptop, notebook and writing materials. Coloured pencils or 

markers are needed for illustrating and adding colour. 

A selection of English language children books should be available for participants to look at and 

discuss. (At IPGKDRI there is a collection of small Rigby books in the Self Access room.) 

For this session participants will need a hard and/or soft copy of the ‘Story Plan Form’. (see Appendix 

3). 

Participants will be provided with a hard and/or soft copy of the Participant’s Manual for this 

session including all relevant notes and worksheets. 

 

  

file:///D:/Ruth%20MALAYSIA/Conference%20MELTA/WRITING%20MODULE/storiesformalaysiankids.weebly.com
http://storiesformalaysiankids.weebly.com/
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Procedures 
 

The following terms and elements will be dealt with in this course: 

 Setting 

 Character 

 Protagonist 

 Antagonist 

 Catalyst 

 Plot 

 Obstacles 

 Point of View 

 

1. Setting 

 

The setting of the story is where it takes place, but it’s about a lot more than geographical location. 

Write notes describing your present location or setting.  

Include: 

 Geographical (political) location 

 Cultural location 

 Environmental location – mountains, beach, river, indoors, … 

 Climate / weather here and now 

 Social setting – workplace, home, shops … 

 Temporal location – past, present, future, ___age … 

 Other  

Now add any observations to from your five senses about your present location if it was to be the 

setting for your story. 

 Sights 

 Sounds 

 Smells 

 Tastes 

 Feeling 

Now write a paragraph containing all interesting elements from the above that could be developed 

as the setting for a children’s story. 

Share and discuss. 
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2. Character 

 

The story will have a main character, the person which the reader associates with. There are, of 

course, other characters who have a varied impact on the story as it unfolds. 

It’s important for the author to know all of the characters well, especially the main character.  

The main character is referred to as the protagonist. 

 

3. Protagonist 

 

Even if the protagonist is completely fictitious, the story writer must know them as if they were flesh 

and blood. Besides having a clear image of their main physical characteristics, being able to answer 

the following four questions about them is essential. 

Imagine that you, as a child, are the protagonist. 

 Answer these questions as the author writing a story about the childhood you. 

1. What does your character want? 

2. Why does he/she want this? 

3. What’s standing in his/her way? 

4. What are the consequences of your character getting (or not getting) what he/she wants?  

Share and discuss your answers. 

 

Going a little deeper 

Having listened to answers from other participants, now imagine one of them as a child as your 

protagonist.  

(You do not have to divulge who it is you are writing about because they may disagree with your 

assessment. You are simply using their answers to the first questionnaire as a starting point …) 

Answer the following questions with reference to this imaginary protagonist: 

a) What important goal, need, or want does (s)he have at the story’s beginning, and why is it 

so? 

b) What is stopping him/her from reaching his/her goal?  

c) What does (s)he long for?  
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d) What does (s)he most regret? What is (s)he most proud of?  

e) What is his/her greatest fear? Greatest secret?  

f) What is his/her most cherished belief? What is his/her value system? 

g) What is the external conflict (s)he must overcome?  

h) What is his/her greatest strength? Greatest weakness?  

i) What is the worst thing that could happen to your character? Why? 

 

Share and discuss your answers with your group. 

 

4. Antagonist 

 

The antagonist is the ‘bad guy’, or whatever is giving the protagonist a hard time and causing 

conflict. It is not necessarily a person.  

Think back to when you were a child. What antagonists affected your life? 

List some of them such as: 

 Adults 

 Siblings 

 Other children at school 

 Animals 

 Physical elements (weather, countryside …) 

 Personal character flaws 

 Needs (finance) 

 Desires 

 Other 

If the antagonist in your children’s story is another child, then their character needs to be developed 

in your mind as much as the protagonist’s personality. 

The antagonist should never be totally bad. They should have some good aspects and the reader 

should be able to relate to them at least to some degree. 

Answer these questions referring a child who is the antagonist – from your childhood. 

1. What does your character want? 

2. Why does he/she want this? 

3. What’s standing in his/her way? 
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4. What are the consequences of your character getting (or not getting) what he/she wants?  

Share and discuss. 

5. Catalyst 

 

The Catalyst is an event that propels your main character’s life from ordinary to extraordinary and 

shakes up the protagonist’s everyday existence.  

The Catalyst  

– introduces a goal the character will work to achieve 

– introduces a problem or conflict the character has to resolve 

– introduces an obstacle to your character’s goal 

 

If you have already answered the questions about your protagonist, and you know him/her well, the 

catalyst will be clear and obvious. 

 

Think about your childhood. What were some catalysts that affected your life story in a small or 

large way? 

 

 Goal(s) you worked to achieve 

 Problems or conflicts you had to resolve 

 Obstacles you had to overcome 

 

Discuss and share. 

 

6. Plot 

 

The plot is your whole story plan, the steps your protagonist takes in moving from the catalyst to a 

resolution of the problem. 

Think of one of the catalysts you mentioned, and write 3 steps you took or might have taken to 

resolve the issue. 

Catalyst: ……………. 

Step 1 ……………… 

Step 2 …………….. 

Step 3 …………… 

Resolution: ……………. 
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Discuss and share. 

7. Obstacles 

 

The first obstacle in your story could be the catalyst. 

But an interesting story will have twists and turns as more obstacles appear. Consider the following 

possible obstacles as ways to add excitement to your story: 

 Weather. 

 Deadline. 

 Your character’s worst fear. 

 Give your character what he wants, and then take it away again. 

 Turn a friend into an enemy or just a nuisance. 

 Random incidents that are out of character’s control. 

 

Consider the plot that you planned just now. What obstacles could you add between the steps to 

increase excitement? 

Discuss and share. 

 

 

8. Point of View 

 

This answers the question of who you, as author, are in relation to the characters in the story. There 

are three main options. 

 First Person – uses the ‘I’ voice, from the main character’s point of view. 

 Third Person Limited – uses ‘he’ or ‘she’ to follow the character through the story, telling 

only from their point of view. 

 Omniscient Point of View – allows the author to be in several places at once and know what 

everyone is thinking. 

The same story can be written from different points of view, creating a different effect on the 

reader. 

Look at this short story, ‘Monsters under the Bed’.  

It is written in ‘First Person’.  

Rewrite it in ‘Third Person Limited’.  

Then rewrite it in the ‘Omniscient’ point of view. 
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Monsters under the Bed 

Whenever I went into my bedroom, before I did anything else, I always looked under the bed. There 

was no reason that I could remember for starting this habit, after all I lived in a very safe home. But I 

just had an uneasy feeling about that dark space under the bed. 

Then one night, for no apparent reason, I walked into my bedroom, switched on the light, and sat on 

the edge of my bed. Suddenly realising that I hadn’t checked under the bed, I stood up again and 

prepared to bend down and look. 

Something had hold of my ankles. My heart stopped, I had trouble breathing. I couldn’t believe that 

the one time I didn’t check there really was something under my bed. 

A soft chuckling sound announced my brother hiding under my bed. I was at once so relieved and so 

angry with him. But then I had to admit that the look on my face must have made it worth it for him, 

and being good friends we laughed together. 

 

Share and discuss. 

 

 

Use the Story Plan Form 

 

Plan a story using the Story Plan Form in Appendix 3. 

Use some or all of the ideas developed in the previous exercises to develop a workable plan. 

 

Share and discuss.  



 Writing Stories for Malaysian Children   

 

 
 

44 
Ruth Wickham, Brighton Education Training Fellow, IPGKDRI                           Facilitator’s Manual 

Session 5: A story from your childhood. (2 hours) 
 

Often thinking about our own childhood is the best place to start in creating a story for children. In 

order to write in a way that appeals to children we need to be able to remember how to think like a 

child and remember how being a child feels. 

Note: Facilitator should have read stories by some famous and popular children’s writers such as Enid 

Blyton, Paul Jennings, Roald Dahl and others, and if possible have some sample books available. 

 

Objectives 
 

Participants will  

 Become aware of issues that are relevant to children. 

 Decide on one or more incidents from their childhood that are worthy of retelling. 

 Consider ways to develop and adapt their childhood story to make it engaging for children. 

 Use the Story Plan Form to create a story based on their selected childhood memory. 

 Write a story based on a childhood memory. 

 

 

Materials 
 

Participants should have their own laptop with Internet access (dongle), notebook and writing 

materials. Coloured pencils or markers are needed for illustrating and adding colour. 

A selection of English language children books should be available for participants to look at and 

discuss. (At IPGKDRI there is a collection of small Rigby books in the Self Access room.) 

For this session participants will need a hard and/or soft copy of the ‘Story Plan Form’. (see Appendix 

3). 

Participants will be provided with a hard and/or soft copy of the Participant’s Manual for this 

session including all relevant notes and worksheets. 
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Procedures 
 

1. Themes that engage children 

 

Look through the selection of commercial children’s books again.  

 What themes or topics are the books about? 

 What incidents or happenings are the stories about? 

Make a list. 

These are published books, so obviously the publisher felt there was a market for them, but … 

 Do you think children will be engaged by these stories? 

 Do you think Malaysian children would find these stories engaging? 

 What sort of stories did you find engaging when you were a child? 

Consider some popular and famous writers, even from your childhood … 

 Did you read books by Enid Blyton? Enjoy them? Why or why not? 

 Have you read books by Roald Dahl? Why are these books very popular? 

 Have you read books by Paul Jennings? Why do you think his stories are popular? 

 What makes J. K. Rowley’s ‘Harry Potter’ books so popular? 

 Do you know of any other very popular children’s writers? 

Participants with Internet access at this point might like to find information about some of these 

authors and their themes. 

Share and discuss – what sort of things do children like to read about? 

 

 

2. Childhood memories that have interesting themes 

 

Brainstorm childhood memories that are clear in your mind. Make a list. 

Next to each one, note the theme/s that could apply in telling that story. Bear in mind that the story 

of an incident can be told in many ways. 

Share and discuss. 

Choose your childhood memory / incident to retell today. 
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3. Adapt your story idea 

 

Not every item and detail in your memory of the incident will be interesting to children or relevant 

to the telling of your story. 

Consider what specific parts of the story should be expanded and maybe even embellished as much 

as possible, and which part may need to be glossed over or omitted altogether. 

Consider who your readers might be.  

 Are they your students?  

 Do they know you? 

 Are they Malaysian? 

 How old are they? 

 What are their usual interests? 

Consider changing names and other details to avoid embarrassment. 

 

4. Use the Story Plan Form 

 

Use the Story Plan Form to plan your story. 

 

5. Write your Childhood Memory Story 

 

Write your story in Microsoft Word on your computer because 

 You can edit and change easily. 

 ‘Word’ will do spelling and grammar checks. 

 You can see the layout and how the story will appear in print. 

 You can easily send your file for sharing. 

 

Make sure that the language setting (on the toolbar at the bottom left of your screen) is to English. 
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If it is not, then do the following: 

Open the ‘Home’ ribbon, click on ‘Select’ at the right hand end. 

 

 

 

 

Now click on the language selection button at the 

bottom left of your screen to open the dialogue box. 

 

 

Select English. 

Click ‘Ok’. 

 

 

Now when you type your story, and you notice a red, green or blue wriggly line under a word or 

phrase, put your mouse over the line and click the right mouse button to discover your mistake and 

possible correction choices. 

 

1. Right- mouse click  

 

2. Select the correct option 

 

 

 

Share and discuss. 

Upload your story to the stories for Malaysian Kids website.  

(At http://storiesformalaysiankids.weebly.com ) 

http://storiesformalaysiankids.weebly.com/
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Session 6: Adapting stories to suit reading and language ability. (2 

hours) 
 

Children will become discouraged if the story they want to read is presented in language that is too 

difficult for them, or print that is too small, or there are no illustrations. 

However, that doesn’t mean they have to know every single word. They should be intrigued enough 

to puzzle their way through small obstacles and increase their reading skills.  

 

Objectives 
 

Participants will 

 Become aware of levels of English reading ability of Malaysian children and in particular the 

children they teach. 

 Decide on the suitability of some commercial children’s books for particular ability levels of 

Malaysian children. 

 Adapt a story to a higher and/or lower ability level. 

 

Materials 
 

Participants should have their own laptop with Internet access (dongle), notebook and writing 

materials. 

A selection of English language children books should be available for participants to look at and 

discuss. (At IPGKDRI there is a collection of small Rigby books in the Self Access room.) 

Participants will be provided with a hard and/or soft copy of the Participant’s Manual for this 

session including all relevant notes and worksheets. 

 

Procedures 
 

There are three factors to consider with Malaysian school children reading stories in English: 

 Knowledge of the English Language 

 Reading ability (in English or Bahasa Malaysia). 

 Age and related interest level, and cultural interest. 

Each of these can affect the suitability of reading materials. 
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1. English Language Ability Level 

 

The less confident children are in the language, obviously the more pictures they need, and less print 

per picture. They need to be able to use clues from the picture to understand what is happening in 

the story. 

A story for children with very limited English should have 

 Limited vocabulary use – repetitive use of words to encourage the reader. 

 Simple verb tenses – present simple tense as much as possible. 

 Simple grammar structures – simple rather than complex or compound sentences. 

 Short (one or two sentence) paragraphs. 

In the earliest stages of learning, we might expect a picture with a single word (noun or verb), 

leading up to phrases (an adjective and noun), and then a simple sentence (subject verb object). 

Look at the sample children’s books – are any of them at this level? 

An older child may have reasonable reading skills but without learning much English and this does 

not make for a very exciting, engaging story. The real story in this case must be in the pictures 

themselves and the plot must be engaging enough to encourage continued effort.   

 

As English ability increases, the stories can of course use a greater range of vocabulary, more 

interesting verb tenses, more complex grammar structures, and longer paragraphs. 

 

2. Reading Ability Level 

 

There are many reasons why children have limited reading ability.  They may be young and just 

starting their schooling. Or they may be older and have a learning disability of some kind (such as 

dyslexia). 

The restrictions for a poor reader are similar to the limitations for limited English. However, a 

student who has reasonable spoken English skills does not necessarily need to have simplified 

grammar such as tenses. 

Stories for low level reading ability should have 

 Limited vocabulary. 

 Short sentences. 

 Short paragraphs 

And, of course, great pictures. 
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3. Age and related interest level, and cultural interest  

 

Of course, in general, young children have limited English and underdeveloped reading skills, and 

older children have more English and can read more. 

 

Here are some general rules about word counts and age groups from the website ‘The Children’s 

Book Insider’. (Backes, 2012) Bear in mind that this is designed for children who are reading in their 

first language. 

 

Picture Books for Ages 3-6: 32 pages, up to about 600 words.  
There should be text and illustrations on each page.  
Very simple stories based on familiar routines, or simple nonfiction related to a young child's world. 
There should be rhyming or rhythmic language, action, minimal dialogue. 
 
Picture Books for Ages 4-8: Average 32 pages, about 1000 words, colour illustrations.  
Genres are humour, realistic, fantasy, historical fiction, adventure, etc. 
These books are meant to be read out loud to children, so don't have a controlled vocabulary. The 
text and illustrations work together to tell the whole story. 
 
Picture Books for Ages 6-10: This is a fairly new category of picture book. The text might be up to 
1400 words, with books up to 40 pages. These stories work well for third through fifth grade 
classrooms, providing teachers read aloud books that tie in with school subjects. Therefore topics 
like historical fiction work well. 
 
Easy Readers for Ages 5-9: 32-64 book pages, with text of less than 100 words up to about 2000 
words.  
These are written for children who are starting to read on their own. Though these books are 
illustrated, they look more “grown up” than picture books. Stories are told through action and 
dialogue. Each publisher has a very specific format for their easy reader series; it's essential that you 
study these books and get writer's guidelines from the publisher before submitting. Most publishers 
have three or four levels to their series, beginning with very simple texts of only a few words per 
page, and advancing to short chapter books. 
 
Chapter Books for Ages 6-9, or Ages 7-10: Sometimes called “transitional books”, the manuscripts 
average 6,000-15,000 words, with books 64-96 pages long. Most have black-and-white illustrations. 
These are short novels with chapters of about 4 pages each. Stories still rely primarily on action and 
dialogue, with very little description. Characters are in second through fourth grade. 
 
Middle Grade for Ages 8-12: Books are 84-150 pages long on average, with manuscripts of about 
20,000-35,000 words. No illustrations. No restrictions on writing style, but characters tend to be 10-
13 years old. 
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4. Adapt a story 

 

Read the story scans, ‘Just like Mother’ and ‘Ron and the Pie’, in Appendix 4. 

Choose one story and simplify it for children with low level English skills: 

 Limited vocabulary use – repetitive use of words to encourage the reader. 

 Simple verb tenses – present simple tense as much as possible. 

 Simple grammar structures – simple rather than complex or compound sentences. 

 Short (one or two sentence) paragraphs. 

 

Read the storybook scan, ‘Vroom’, in Appendix 5. 

Rewrite the story for older more capable readers. 

Write the story so that the words explain the pictures and make them unnecessary. 

 

Share and discuss. 

 

Upload your stories to the Stories for Malaysian Kids website.  

(at http://storiesformalaysiankids.weebly.com) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Works Cited in this session: 
Backes, L. (2012, Feb 10). Nuts & Bolts: Word Counts & Age Groups in Children’s. Retrieved Jan 23, 

2012, from CBI Clubhouse: http://cbiclubhouse.com/2012/01/nuts-bolts-word-counts-age-

groups-in-childrens-books/ 

file:///D:/Ruth%20MALAYSIA/Conference%20MELTA/WRITING%20MODULE/storiesformalaysiankids.weebly.com
http://storiesformalaysiankids.weebly.com/


 Writing Stories for Malaysian Children   

 

 
 

52 
Ruth Wickham, Brighton Education Training Fellow, IPGKDRI                           Facilitator’s Manual 

Session 7: Illustrating a story. (2 hours) 
 

It should have become obvious especially in session 6 that children’s stories must have pictures, 

especially for children who are not reading in their first language. 

 

Objectives 
 

Participants will 

 Understand the importance of pictures and illustrations in children’s books. 

 Study some illustrations in commercially published children’s books. 

 Define the essential aspects of effective illustrations. 

 Learn ways to find, adapt and/or create effective illustrations. 

 Illustrate a story. 

 

Materials 
 

Participants should have their own laptop with Internet access (dongle), notebook and writing 

materials. Coloured pencils or markers are needed for illustrating and adding colour. 

A selection of English language children books should be available for participants to look at and 

discuss. (At IPGKDRI there is a collection of small Rigby books in the Self Access room.) 

Participants will be provided with a hard and/or soft copy of the Participant’s Manual for this 

session including all relevant notes and worksheets. 

 

Procedures 
 

Below is the story ‘Vroom’, by Jill Atkins. The book was illustrated by Bill Peacock. 

In the last session, you looked at this story and re-wrote it or older / more capable students so that it 

can be understood without illustrations. 

Here the story is written as words only, just as it is in the original book. 

 What is it lacking?  

 Can the reader tell what is happening in the story? 

 Is the story engaging? 
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“Vroom” by Jill Atkins 
 
It was spring. Toad was asleep under a tree. He opened one big eye. He opened two big eyes. 

“Come on,” said Frog. “It’s spring. It’s time to go to the pond.” 

Frog hopped along the path. Toad crawled along the path. They came to the road.  

Frog looked this way. Frog looked that way. 

“Come on, Toad,” said Frog, and he hopped across the road. Toad crawled on to the road. 

“Look out!” said Frog. “It’s a bicycle!” The bicycle zoomed down the road. “That’s scary!” said Toad. 

“Come on, Toad,” said Frog. Toad crawled onto the road. 

Look out!” said Frog. “It’s a car!” The car zoomed down the road. That’s very scary!” said Toad. 

Toad crawled onto the road. Toad closed his eyes tight. “This is the end!” he thought. 

A woman got out of the truck. She picked up toad. “Now you can go to the pond,” she said. 

Toad crawled to the pond. “Come on, Toad,” said Frog. “It’s lovely in here!” 

 

 
 
 
Without looking back at the scan of the original book, list the pictures / illustrations that this story 
needs. 
 
 
If this was your story, how could you find, adapt and/or create illustrations for it? 
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1. Find Illustrations 

 

A word about copyright: 

As an artist, illustrator or photographer, you would be understandably upset to find someone using 

your pictures or photos in a publication for which no one asked your permission and that does not 

give you credit. 

 

There are two issues here.  

a) Finance – if you are somehow making (or saving) money by using the pictures, then you are 

robbing the artist. 

b) Intellectual property – you don’t have the right to use someone else’s ideas without their 

permission. 

 

Bearing that in mind, some pictures on the Internet are available for your use as long as you are not 

making money out of using them. And you can also use pictures you find as a starting point for ideas 

for your own art-work. 

 

There are many places on the Internet to find pictures. One of the easiest to use is Google Images. 

You simply need to type in key words related to your search. If your search doesn’t turn up anything 

useful, try again with a slight variation in your terms. 

 

What words would you type in to search for pictures for our ‘Vroom’ story above? 

If you have Internet access, try searching for some suitable illustrations. 
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2. Adapt illustrations 

 

Here is a picture of a frog jumping.  

Use this picture to draw an illustration for the story about Frog jumping across the road. 

 

 

 

Don’t worry if it doesn’t look like the original! Just make sure it has an element of ‘frogness’ about it. 

Is it obvious that it is some kind of frog? Is it obvious that it is jumping? 

Draw a background of the road instead of the beach. 

 

Of course, faces are the hardest to draw. 

Here is a picture of a boy crying. Use this to draw of a boy crying. Draw like a kid would draw. 

 

 

Don’t worry if it doesn’t look like the original. 

Does it give the impression of a boy crying? 
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3. Create Your Own Illustrations 

 

This is not nearly as hard as it sounds! The two easiest solutions are: 

1. Take photos.  

Remember that the illustration needs to help the reader understand the story text, so not just any 

old photos will do! Use your students or the children who the story is about, and get them to pose 

for you.  

Use photos to better establish the setting for your story. 

 

2. Ask children to draw pictures. 

You may be nervous about drawing, but children usually aren’t. Set them drawing tasks that 

specifically relate to your story – especially if the story is about them. Scan the picture and insert it 

into your story. 

 

3. Go ahead and draw. 

Think like a kid, and draw like a kid. 

If you have access to technology such as an iPad or other tablet there are some great apps that are 

easy and effective to use. 

 

 

The “Monsters under the Bed” story from Session 4 is repeated below. 

Draw at least one illustration for this story. 

Keep it simple. 

Share and discuss. 
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Create an illustration for some part of this story: 

 

 Monsters under the Bed 

Whenever I went into my bedroom, before I did anything else, I always looked under the bed. There 

was no reason that I could remember for starting this habit, after all I lived in a very safe home. But I 

just had an uneasy feeling about that dark space under the bed. 

Then one night, for no apparent reason, I walked into my bedroom, switched on the light, and sat on 

the edge of my bed. Suddenly realising that I hadn’t checked under the bed, I stood up again and 

prepared to bend down and look. 

Something had hold of my ankles. My heart stopped, I had trouble breathing. I couldn’t believe that 

the one time I didn’t check there really was something under my bed. 

A soft chuckling sound announced my brother hiding under my bed. I was at once so relieved and so 

angry with him. But then I had to admit that the look on my face must have made it worth it for him, 

and being good friends we laughed together. 
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Session 8: Printing a story booklet. (2 hours) 
 

Once you have written your little story, and created some illustrations, you want to be able to print 

it out in a way that looks like a real book. 

Here are simple steps to create a booklet of your story. 

 

Objectives 
 

Participants will 

 Create a story is suitable format in a Word document. 

 Save their story as a PDF document. 

 Print out their story as a booklet. 

 

Materials 
 

Participants should have their own laptop with Internet access (dongle). 

Participants need easy access to a printer. 

Participants will be provided with a hard and/or soft copy of the Participant’s Manual for this 

session including all relevant notes and worksheets. 

 

Procedures 
 

In Session 5, you wrote a story from your childhood. We are going to make that into a booklet. 

Hopefully you can also find some photos/pictures/illustrations to put into your booklet. 

 

Open your story file, click ‘File’ and then ‘Save As’ and save it with a different name so that you don’t 

lose the original. 

 

Use the following layout adjustments to prepare your booklet. 
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1. Add page numbers. 

Go to the ‘Insert’ ribbon, and click on ‘Page Number’ and choose where you want your numbers to 

be and the style of numbering. 

 

 

 

 

2. Increase your font size. 

When you print your booklet, it will be A5 size. That is half of the normal A4 size.so you will need to 

use quite a large font size.  

On the ‘Home’ ribbon, click on the font size, and increase it to at least 20. 

 

For younger children, it is best to stick with a nice 

uncomplicated style of font such as Calibri (used here) or 

Arial. 

However, you may choose another. Bear in mind that 

some font styles will change the size of the font (while still 

having the same size number value). 
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3. Type your story in ‘Portrait’ layout. 

In the booklet the paper will be "landscape" with two (portrait) pages next to each other. 

 

 

 

4. Leave reasonable margins  

Remember you will be stapling your book together. 

The default margins setting is fine, do NOT change to 'narrow'.  
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5. You may wish to insert a header and/or footer  

You can put the title of your story and/or your name as author, or any other useful information in 

the header or footer. 

 

There are a number of styles of header and footer to choose from. 

 

6. You may wish to insert a 'cover page'.  

There is a selection of cover pages to choose from in 'Word'.  

 

After you have inserted the cover page, if it has a picture you can click on it to select it, and then 

right-mouse and choose ‘Change Picture’ to replace the picture with one from your computer. 
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7. Add your illustrations to your story. 

You could have about half a page of text and a picture on every page.  

 

 

 

It will take a little time to adjust your story page by page. 

 

Save your document as a PDF. 

Go to ‘File’ and click on ‘Save As’. 
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In the drop-down dialogue box select PDF. Choose a file name and location for your new file. (It 

doesn’t matter if the name is the same as your Word file because they are different types of file. 

And then click ‘Save’. 

 

(You will now have the PDF and your original Word document open on your desktop.) 

If you look through your PDF and discover you have made a mistake, don’t worry. Go back to your 

Word file and correct the mistake, and then ‘Save As’ all over again. (When the computer asks if you 

want to replace the PDF that already exists, say yes.) 

You are now ready to print your booklet. 

 

In your PDF document, click on the print icon  
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or go to ‘File’ and ‘Print’.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the ‘Print’ dialogue box: 

 

Select your 

printer. 

 

Under ‘Page Sizing and 

Handling, Select 

‘Booklet’ 

Make sure it has selected 

‘Both Sides’ under ‘Booklet 

Subset’. 

 

 

And then click ‘Print’. 

What happens next will depend on what type of printer you have. 

With many printers, after half of the printing is complete, a dialogue box something like this will 

appear. 

 

 

 

Turn over your papers as instructed, and click ‘OK’. 
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If you have a big enough stapler, you can now put one or two staples right into the middle fold of 

your booklet.  

If you only have a small stapler, then you will need to fold the booklet and put a couple of staples 

into the back edge.  

 

Print your story booklet. 

Did it come out as you expected? 

Share and discuss and correct any problems.  



 Writing Stories for Malaysian Children   

 

 
 

66 
Ruth Wickham, Brighton Education Training Fellow, IPGKDRI                           Facilitator’s Manual 

Session 9: Wrap up: Create and share a new children’s story (2 hours) 
 

Over the last eight sessions, participants have attempted various aspects of creating a story for 

Malaysian kids to read. 

Objectives 
 

 Participants will  

 Complete a Story Plan Form for a new story 

 Write a story 

 Illustrate the story 

 Create and print a booklet 

 Share their story/booklet with other participants and online. 

 

Materials 
 

Participants should have their own laptop with Internet access (dongle), notebook and writing 

materials. Coloured pencils or markers are needed for illustrating and adding colour. 

Participants need ready access to a printer. 

Participants need to bring their copy of the Participant’s Manual and notes from all sessions. 

Participants need a clean copy of the ‘Story Plan Form’ (Appendix 3). 

 

Procedures 
 

Participants should create a new story, with assistance as needed from the facilitator and 

encouragement from fellow participants. 

Allow time for all participants to share their creations. 

Upload PDFs to the Stories for Malaysian Kids website.  

(at http://storiesformalaysiankids.weebly.com )  

file:///D:/Ruth%20MALAYSIA/Conference%20MELTA/WRITING%20MODULE/storiesformalaysiankids.weebly.com
http://storiesformalaysiankids.weebly.com/
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Appendix 1: Libraries survey 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Name and address of school(Nama dan alamat sekolah)*  

Name of respondent, email address and phone number(Nama responden,alamat email dan 

no.telefon)* 

Approximate number of students in school.(Bilangan murid di sekolah)* 

Position of respondent (eg Librarian)(Jawatan responden)*  

How many books in total are held in your school library (in all languages)? (Jumlah dan 

bilangan buku di perpustakaan) 
*  

How many English language books are held in your school library?(Bilangan buku dalam 

Bahasa Inggeris di perpustakaan) 
* 

How many books in total are held in your school but NOT in your library?(Bilangan buku 

bacaan di kelas atau mana-mana ruang bacaan) 
* 

How many English language books are held in your school but NOT in your school 

library?(Bilangan buku bacaan Bahasa Inggeris di kelas atau mana-mana ruang bacaan) 
* 

How many English language fiction books are held in your school library?(Jumlah Bilangan 

buku fiksyen dalam Bahasa Inggeris di sekolah) 
*  

If possible and convenient, please provide a list of their titles.(Sila senaraikan nama-nama buku 

fiksyen Bahasa Inggeris yang berada dalam koleksi sekolah)* 

How many individual students have borrowed English language books from your library 

for the year 2011?(Bilangan pelajar yang meminjam buku dalam Bahasa Inggeris pada 

tahun lepas 2011) 

* 

What grants does your school have currently for the purchase of English language books? (Namakan 

geran yang diterima sekolah untuk membeli buku-buku dalam Bahasa Inggeris)*  

Which booksellers or Book Clubs do you deal with?(Namakan pembekal /penjual/ kelab buku  yang 

berurusan dengan pembelian buku-buku perpustakaan)*  

Questionnaire for Malaysian school librarians 

The following questionnaire relates to opportunity that is given to Malaysian students to gain access to English 
language reading matter. Research is being conducted at Institut Pendidikan Guru Kampus Dato’ Razali Ismail with a 
view to increasing this exposure. Although your identity (and that of your school) will not be revealed without your 
permission, your details are appreciated should it be necessary to contact you. Please gain permission from your 
school principal before returning this survey form. 

Sebuah kajian sedang dijalankan di IPG Kampus Dato’ Razali Ismail, Kuala Terengganu untuk menyelidiki peluang yang 
diberikan oleh murid-  murid di sekolah untuk mengakses buku buku bacaan dalam Bahasa Inggeris. Nama responden 
dan nama sekolah tidak akan didedahkan tanpa meminta izin dari pihak sekolah. Sila mohon kebenaran pihak 
pengurusan sekolah sebelum mengisi borang ini. Didahulukan dengan ucapan terima kasih. 
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Appendix 2: Children’s Questionnaire (English and BM) 

Questions for School Children 

This is NOT a test! Please answer as much as you can. 

My name is ………………………………………………………………………… 

I am ………………………… years old. 

I am a    boy   girl 

I like school because ……………………………………………………………………………………. 

I DON’T like school because ………………………………………………………………………. 

I live with my  

mother      father  

brother(s) (how many? …………)  sister(s) (how many? …………) 

grandfather     grandmother 

Others. Who?............................................................................................ 

We live in …………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

What is fun? …………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

What do you hate doing? ……………………………………………………………………………… 

Who is you best friend?………………………   Why? ………………………………………… 

What Super Power would you like to have? ………………………………………………  

If you had 3 wishes, what would they be? …………………………………………….... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

What do you have bad dreams about when you sleep? ………………………….. 

Which country would you like to live in? …………………………………………………… 

What kind of house would you like to live in? ………………………………………….. 

Who is your hero / heroine? ……………………………………………………………………….. 

What is something funny that happened to you? 
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

What is something frightening that happened to you? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

What is something sad that happened to you? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

What is something embarrassing that happened to you? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

What are you really good at? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

What is something naughty that you have done? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Would you like to read a book with exciting stories about you? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Ini bukanlah satu ujian. Sila jawab di ruang yang disediakan. Sila tandakan  dalam kotak 

yang berkenaan. 

Nama saya ialah _______________________________________ 

Saya berumur ____________ tahun. 

Saya ialah seorang                lelaki                           perempuan 

Saya suka ke sekolah kerana _____________________________ 

Saya tidak suka ke sekolah kerana _________________________ 

Saya tinggal dengan 

 ibu      ayah 

 saudara lelaki :____orang   saudara perempuan: ___ orang 

 datuk      nenek 
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 lain-lain : Siapa? __________________________________ 

Saya tinggal di ________________________________________ 

Apakah yang membuatkan anda rasa seronok? _________________ 

Apakah yang anda paling tidak suka buat? ____________________ 

Siapakah kawan baik anda? _______________________________ 

Kenapa anda suka berkawan dengannya? _____________________ 

Apakah kuasa luar biasa yang anda inginkan? __________________ 

Jika anda berpeluang membuat 3 permintaan, apakah permintaan itu? 

___________________________________________________ 

Apakahmimpi buruk yang pernah anda alami? __________________ 

Di negara manakah yang anda ingin tinggal? ___________________ 

Bagaimanakah rupah rumah idaman anda? ____________________ 

Siapa ‘hero’ (adiwira) atau ‘heroin’ anda? _____________________ 

Apakah perkara yang paling melucukan pernah berlaku pada anda? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Apakah perkara yang paling menakutkan pernah berlaku pada anda? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Apakah perkara yang paling menyedihkan pernah berlaku pada anda? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Apakah perkara yang paling memalukan pernah berlaku pada anda? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Apakah perkara yang paling baik dapat anda lakukan? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Apakah perkara nakal yang telah anda lakukan? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Adakah anda ingin embaca buku yang menceritakan tentang anda? 

___________________________________________________ 
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Terima kasih di atas ker jasama yang diberikan. 

 

Appendix 3: Story Plan Form 

1. Title of Story  ………………………………………………………………………………………… (Maybe decide later) 

2. Setting 

Where does your story take place? 

Geographical location (which country, city, town …) ………………………………………………………………………… 

Environmental location (mountains, lake, sea, river, plains, cityscape …) …………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Climate / weather ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Social (family, school, workplace, friends …) ……………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Other factors ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

5 senses – sights/sounds/smells/tastes/feelings that should or could be mentioned ……………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

3. Characters 

Main Character’s Name: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Character’s Best Friend(s): …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Four important character questions: 

1. What does your character want? …………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

2. Why does he/she want this? ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. What’s standing in his/her way? ..................................................................................................... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. What are the consequences of your character getting (or not getting) what he/she wants? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
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Useful things to know about your character: 

1. What important goal, need, or want does (s)he have at the story’s beginning, and why is it so? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

2. What is stopping him/her from reaching his/her goal? ……………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

3. What does (s)he long for? …………………………………………………….…………………….…………………………………. 

4. What does (s)he most regret? What is (s)he most proud of? …………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

5. What is his/her greatest fear? Greatest secret? ………………………………………………………………….………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

6. What is his/her most cherished belief? What is his/her value system? …………………….….……………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

7. What is the external conflict (s)he must overcome? …………………………………….…………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

8. What is his/her greatest strength? Greatest weakness? ………………………………………………………….…… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

9. What is the worst thing that could happen to your character? Why?................................................. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

4. Catalyst 

Catalyst – an event that propels your main character’s life from ordinary to extraordinary and shakes 

up the protagonist’s everyday existence. 

The Catalyst  

– introduces a goal the character will work to achieve 

– introduces a problem or conflict the character has to resolve 

– introduces an obstacle to your character’s goal 

 

What is the catalyst in this story? ………………………………………………………………….…………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 



 Writing Stories for Malaysian Children   

 

 
 

73 
Ruth Wickham, Brighton Education Training Fellow, IPGKDRI                           Facilitator’s Manual 

5. Story Plot 

What steps take the character from the Catalyst to the Resolution? 

Catalyst (/Problem) ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Resolution (what you and/or the character wants to happen in the end) ………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

For each of these points, think about how they will do each one. 

Add Obstacles 

Which of these will you use to add excitement: 

 Weather. 

 Deadline. 

 Your character’s worst fear. 

 Give your character what he wants, and then take it away again. 

 Turn a friend into an enemy or just a nuisance. 

 Random incidents that are out of character’s control. 

 

Point of View 

 Choose one of three points of view from which to tell your story. 

First Person – uses the ‘I’ voice, from the main character’s point of view. 

Third Person Limited – uses ‘he’ or ‘she’ to follow the character through the story, telling 

only from their point of view. 

Omniscient Point of View – allows the author to be in several places at once and know what 

everyone is thinking. 
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Appendix 4: A story to simplify 
 

1. Just like Mother. 
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2. Ron and the Pie 
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Appendix 5: a story to make more complex 
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